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INTRODUCTION

SPEAK OUT is a public speaking course aimed at 10 to 12 year old students.
The book’s aims are twofold -
For Teachers

To provide a range of speech-based activities which can be integrated across the
curriculum.

For Students

To provide varied opportunities for verbal expression in a non-threatening
environment and so improve confidence in public speaking.

RATIONALE

In today’s world successful people are, by necessity, successful speakers. Every
adult must be able to speak clearly and confidently in a range of situations, from
large gatherings to business meetings. Even those applying for the most menial
jobs must be able to perform well at job interviews, and in personal matters every
individual must be able to state a case clearly and ensure his/her rights are not
infringed. Yet few students leave school equipped with such skills. One reason
for this is that students learn to fear these situations at an early age. Another
reason is that teachers find it difficult to create opportunities for practising and
developing public speaking skills. Every teacher knows the reaction s/he will get
following a directive to “prepare a three minute speech on...”.

This book attempts to alleviate these problems by providing activities which are
fun and stress-free for students, yet which develop effective speech skills.

CURRICULUM LINKS

Attainmenttarget: En 2.1 Speaking and Listening

* KS 2/3 pupils learn to speak confidently and listen to what others have to say.

* KS 2/3 pupils learn to speak clearly, thinking about the needs of their listeners and learn how to listen
carefully to what other people are saying, so that they can remember the main points.

* KS 2/3 pupils learn to express their ideas and feelings when working in role and in drama activities.

Drama

KS 2/3 pupils participate in a range of drama activities, and are taught to:
* Use language and actions to explore and convey situations, characters and emotions
* Create and sustain roles individually and when working with others

* Comment constructively on drama they have watched or in which they have taken part.
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SECTION [: Getting Started

Teachers’' Notes

The emphasis in this section is on getting students talking. The activities are
designed for partner or small group work, to give students practice in oral
activities before making more formal presentations to the whole class. The
exception to this is the first activity, which has been included as a way of getting
things started, and of assessing the ability of a new class. It is particularly
effective with groups that are not well acquainted with each other. Remember
that there are no ‘right’ answers to these activities - they aim simply to build
confidence. As such, teacher intervention should be minimal.

The following steps are suggested for each activity.
1. Distribute sheets.

2. Work through sheet, one section at a time. Rather than reading through the
whole sheet, explain each numbered task, then allow time for students to
complete that task only. When all students are ready, begin the next task. This
will keep students focused.

3. As students attempt each task, circulate amongst them to observe, intervening
only with groups who are not on task or who are having difficulties.

4. After each activity, allow time for discussion. Highlight tasks done well and
identify areas of difficulty. This is an important time for obtaining student
feedback and assessing progress.
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Let Me Introduce...

You might know the names of some, or even all, of your classmates, but how well
do you really KNOW them? Today you are going to get a little better acquainted
with all of them.

1. First, find yourself a partner. Make sure it is someone in the class that you
don’t know very well - after all, you already know plenty about your best friend!

2. Next, spend five minutes talking to your partner. Try to find out something
about him or her that you don’t already know - the more interesting the better.
You might wish to write notes so that you remember what you’ve heard. Make
sure you talk for the whole five minutes so that you learn as much as you can.

3. In a moment you will be asked to introduce your partner to the class. Write
down what you are going to say in the space below.

Good morning/afternoon class. Let me introduce

The most interesting thing | learned about him/her is

4. Now, listen carefully to all the introductions. Try to remember as many names
and details as you can.

5. Finally, the hard part. On the back of this sheet draw a map of all the desks in
the classroom. On each desk write the name of the person who sits there, and
any information you can remember about him or her. Compare with your
partner to see who has remembered the most.
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Teaching Suggestion Page
A Great Fall?

Forget the nursery rhyme - the truth is out: Humpty Dumpty was pushed. Yes,
pushed! Mother Goose has called in Constable Plod and Sergeant Snap to

investigate this shocking crime, and they have six suspects:
Little Bo Peep;

Jack Horner; L—J( CT [ ~ t
Wee Willie Winkie;

Mother Hubbard:; ( ] L(
Georgie Porgie; and

Peter Pumpkin Eater. Ir————-\( (/ 7, r_.
[ Today the class is going to try to solve the case. ,A_M\/(A_A._ALM\,—J/ZL-:':

First, divide the class into seven groups. The first group will work on the police
investigation. Decide what questions you will need to ask the suspects, then
choose two people to play the parts of Constable Plod and Sergeant Snap, to
interview the suspects.

The remaining six groups will work on the stories of the six suspects. Decide on
the following points:

Where was he/she when the crime occurred?

Who can confirm that?

What was his/her relationship to Humpty?

What is his/her criminal background?

Choose one person to play the part of the suspect and be interviewed by the
police.

Now, set up an imaginary interview room at the front of the class. The two police

can call the suspects in one at a time and question them about the crime. The
rest of the class can help decide who has the least believable story.

N/
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Body Language - 1

What is each of these people feeling?

(] Without speaking, people can reveal a lot about how they are feeling, by using
their faces and bodies. What could each of the following actions show?

1011V 11 T [PPSR
GlIANNG e
SNIUGGING ..o
(o1 1=Y o Ted o T o JF= 1 15 SO PUPPPRPPRN
StaMPING @ TOO0L ... .. e
5] o 18 o o1 0T S OEPN
NOAAING -

POKING tONQUES ...
(] Now, with your partner, make a list of actions and facial expressions which can
be used to show each of the following emotions.

F=T o] o1 0[S O USRPPPPRN

(0 1S3 o= 1T O UEPPPPPPRN
[_] Share your list with the class - make a class list on the blackboard.
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SECTION FOUR: Debating

Teachers’' Notes

This final section introduces students to the art of debating. An information sheet
outlines the basic rules and procedures and the remaining sheets are for use
during early debates.

This book does not delve too deeply into the finer points and etiquette of debating,
but rather serves as an introduction to this form and a reinforcement of speaking
skills already acquired.

It is suggested that the first debate is conducted as a whole class activity, with
groups of students working on arguments and speech formation. Once one or
more debates have been completed in this manner, subsequent debates can
become gradually less structured.

An adjudication sheet has been included, but in early debates there should be
minimal emphasis on scoring. It is, however, useful to distribute this sheet to
students during this time as an indicator of requirements.

Some sample topics for debate have been included. Once students have
mastered the basic skills, further topics can come from subjects being studied in
class.
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Debating: Fact Sheet

A debate is a kind of formal argument, where two teams put forward cases for
and against a topic.
There are seven participants in each debate, who sit like this:

Chairperson

First
Negative

Second
Affirmative

Second
Negative

Affirmative

Each speaker will stand up to speak.

The affirmative team always support the topic, while the negative team argue
against it. No matter what the topic is, the duties of the seven people are always
the same.

The Chairperson announces the topic. S/he then introduces each speaker in
turn. At the end of the debate s/he will invite the audience to ask questions.

The First Affirmative speaker defines the topic and introduces the affirmative
team, briefly outlining their arguments. S/he then presents one major argument in
support of the topic.

The First Negative speaker also defines the topic and introduces the negative
team. S/he then rebuts (argues against) the points of the first affirmative speaker
before presenting one major argument against the topic.

The Second Affirmative speaker rebuts the arguments of the first negative
speaker and presents a second major argument in support of the topic.

The Second Negative speaker will rebut the arguments of the first and second
affirmative speakers and present a second major argument against the topic.

The Third Affirmative speaker will rebut the arguments of the first and second
negative speakers. S/he will then close the affirmative case by presenting a third
supporting point and summing up the team’s arguments.

The Third Negative speaker cannot introduce any new arguments. S/he will
rebut all the arguments of the affirmative team and then sum up the arguments of
the negative team.
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5P666h master: First Affirmative

Chairperson, ladies and gentlemen. The topic of today’s debate is .....................

We will be proving to you today that this statement is correct. | will be speaking

to you about (first major argument) .................ccooeeeeeeeiieee e,
My second speaker (Name) .............eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeiiiieeaee, will look at (second

gz = 1o [V 1 1=] o SR
and my third speaker (name).............ccccvvvveviceeiieeeeieeen, will be examining (third
M@JOT @IGUIMIENE) ...ttt e e e ettt st e e e e e e e et ae s e e e e e aaaeensnans

But first, let us look at (first major argument)
Explain your argument in detail. If you need more space use the back of this
sheet.

Thank you.
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